History of Virtue Cumberland Presbyterian Church

A painting of the original church building which wa s used from 1887 —1964.

On February 8, 1887, a meeting was held to consider the need for a building for
“education and religious purposes.” At the meeting it was agreed that no church organization be
allowed to use this building and that religious services be controlled by the board of trustees to be
elected. This resulted in Prospect Church being built on land donated by J.M. Montgomery. In
1892, the Cumberland Presbyterian Church was granted use of the building and the name was
changed to Virtue. Virtue was the typical country church with potbellied stoves and three Sunday

school rooms in the basement, with no running water.

In the mid-1950’s, under the leadership of the Rev. Charles Faith, “a Lord’s acre and hour
plan” was started. This resulted in the construction of the present building, on land donated by
Bill Kennedy, in sight of the original building and cemetery. The present building has been used

since 1964 and a new life center was completed in 1992.
Descendants of some of the original families still live nearby and attend Virtue CP Church.

Some of the pastors who have served the Virtue Church include:

John M. Montgomery
Charles Faith
Mike Justice
Bill Middleton
Donald Acton



